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Heads of Government Institutions,
Heads of Civil Society Organizations,
Technical Officers,
Members of the media fraternity,
Ladies and Gentlemen
 
1. I welcome you all to the official launch of the National Budget Month for FY 2025/26.

2. Governments across the world exist to deliver prosperity and to improve well-being of their citizens. This noble aspiration is only attainable through inclusive and transparent governance, particularly in how public resources are planned, allocated, and utilized. A responsive budget process, is one that leaves no one behind, and is therefore fundamental in building a just and equitable society.

3. Here in Uganda, the NRM Government has continued to undertake deliberate reforms to strengthen good governance and inclusivity in our national budget processes. One such landmark initiative was the deliberate effort to collaborate with Civil Society Organizations since 2018 to date, on budget transparency and accountability. Through this collaboration, we have opened up the budget space to enable:

i. Unrestricted participation of all Ugandans including civil society at all stages of the budget process;
ii. Greater access to budget information and its dissemination to citizens in a simplified manner; and,
iii. Enhanced civic empowerment to foster public dialogue, participation, and accountability for better service delivery.

4. Ladies and Gentlemen, The National Budget Month is a vital platform for bringing the budget closer to the people. It provides space for dialogue on national priorities and citizen concerns, and an opportunity for all stakeholders to better understand what the approved budget entails and how it will impact their lives.
5. It is also my great honour to officially launch the National Public Investment Management (NPIM) Policy. This is an important milestone in transforming how Uganda plans, implements, and monitors public investments. As we embark on the implementation of the Fourth National Development Plan (NDP IV), our ambition is to grow Uganda’s economy from USD 50 billion to USD 500 billion in the next 15 years. Achieving this will require better planning, efficient use of public resources, and timely delivery of high-impact projects.

6. The NPIM Policy will ensure that every shilling invested delivers real value through job creation, improved services, and sustained economic growth. It addresses long-standing challenges such as poor planning, delays in project execution, limited technical capacity, and inadequate maintenance of public assets. 

7. Going forward, all government projects will be guided by the NPIM Policy and the Development Committee Guidelines to ensure they are completed on time, within budget, and to the right quality standards. We will also focus on maintaining public infrastructure to ensure long-term service delivery.  The success of this policy depends on collective effort. I call upon all MDAs, development partners, civil society, and the private sector to support and implement these reforms. 

8. As you have heard from the Permanent Secretary/Secretary to the Treasury, we have lined up a series of activities throughout this month in collaboration with various partners. These engagements are designed to enhance transparency, promote public awareness, and create a participatory environment in which citizens can connect with the national budget in meaningful ways.

9. I thank our partners both from Government and civil society for harmonizing the calendar of National Budget Month activities. Your coordination and collaboration have ensured that the planned engagements complement, rather than conflict with other ongoing national programmes. This level of synergy is key in deepening citizen engagement and strengthening ownership of the budget process.

10. [bookmark: _GoBack]With those few remarks, I now take the honor to officially launch the implementation of the National Budget Month activities for FY 2025/26.
I thank you all. 

`For God and my Country
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